
  

are interested in attending the 
event, please visit https://
www.djdreamfund.org/
events/2011-dj-dream-fund-
signature-gala/ for ticket infor-
mation. We are pleased to sup-
port this foundation which aims 
to enhance children’s lives.  
Collaboration…just another 
way to work towards empower-
ing communities and changing 
lives!  
 

People often ask me how 
the chapter was so suc-
cessful at getting so much 
accomplished during its 
restoration year for 2010-
2011. While there are sev-
eral factors that are to be 
considered, I can definitely 
attribute our success to our 
chapter’s collaborative spir-
it.   
 
Last year our chapter col-
laborated with several or-
ganizations. With the Alpha 
Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. 
EGL Chapter, we held our 
member-only evenings at 
the theater. With WGBH, 
we hosted Basic Black 
Live. Further, in the spirit of 
collaboration, we supported 
a number of events by part-
nering with the host organi-
zation. For example, to 
promote civic engagement, 
we partnered with 
MassVote last year on the 
candidate forums. 
Collaborating and partner-
ing with other organizations 
always proves to be a great 

way to increase attendance 
and defray the costs asso-
ciated with the event or 
project. It also provides an 
opportunity to expand an 
organization’s reach in an 
effort to build membership.  
Our chapter has indeed 
benefitted from developing 
great relationships, which 
have advanced our goals 
and mission! 
 
As we begin this program 
year, one of the events that 
our chapter is focused on 
supporting is the DJ Dream 
Fund Gala on Saturday, 
October 29.  It’s a major 
endeavor in the honor of DJ 
Henry, a young man who 
lost his life in New York last 
year. His untimely death is 
a tragedy and since, a 
foundation has been estab-
lished to provide resources 
that will enable children and 
young adults throughout 
Massachusetts to maintain 
and promote healthy life-
styles through athletics and 
wellness programs. If you 

Collaborating For Effective Progression 

YPN-ULEM Welcomes New Leadership Team Members 

As our chapter embarks into 
the 2011-2012 program year,   
Madame President, Nancy 
Rachel Rousseau, an-
nounced three members to 
the leadership team. Tanya 
Mitchell joins us as the new 
Fund Development Chair. 
Chair Mitchell will be working 
towards obtaining and organ-
izing funds for the chapter.   

Belinda Ancion is our PR/
Marketing Chair. Chair An-
cion will handle promoting 
and maintaining our chapter’s 
image. Lastly, Linaise Lima  
is our new newsletter coordi-
nator. Lima is in charge of all 
things newsletter related. Our 
chapter is currently looking 
for Co-Chairs for the civic 
engagement committee, an 

additional co-chair for profes-
sional social & development, 
public relations & marketing, 
and fund development com-
mittees. Anyone interested 
should send an email to 
ypn@ulem.org. 
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The health fair was pro-

duced by the communi-

ty service and public 

health committee. 

We were also very 
pleased serving as pro-
ject managers and team 
leaders for the confer-
ence not only to wel-
come out-of-state 
guests, but as well as 
representing our city. 
We took the initiative to 
ensure our guests were 
taking care of. 
 
ULEM president and 
CEO Darnell Williams 
and NUL president and 
CEO Marc Morial partic-
ipated in a number of 
community service 
throughout the city in-
cluding Dimock commu-
nity health centers dur-
ing NUL conference. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

YPN-ULEM receives community service award, Williams and Morial lend a helping hand 

Representative for Massa-
chusetts fifth Suffolk dis-
trict, discussed what it 
takes to be in their position 
during YPN-ULEM Sep-
tember’s meeting.  Some 
of their reasoning involved 
having to initiate things 
and putting their best foot 
forward and ask others for 
support. Both Pressley and 
Henriquez shared that 

preparing yourself to get 
judged and making compro-
mises as some of the issues 
one needs to get ready for. 
Pressley also pointed out 
that women have it more 
difficult than men in the field 
of politics. Henriquez added  
having tough skin is definitely 
needed to survive in the busi-
ness. 
 
Those interested in public 
service  were urged to seek 
resources and getting in-
volved in the community. 
Looking up upcoming hear-
ings, and lobbying for hear-
ing on certain issues are the 
first few steps to get en-
gaged.  
 
The audience was encour-
aged to get connected with 
their local offices. Pressley 
emphasized the need to get 

Being a leader is more than 
about carrying a title.  While 
our views of leadership may 
differ, but ultimately, lead-
ers are expected to set 
examples, and fight  their 
causes. 
 
Two elected officials, 
Ayanna Pressley, Boston 
City Council-at-Large and 
Carlos Henriquez, State 
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 Urban League Eastern Massachusetts president/CEO Darnell Wil-
liams (right) and National Urban League president/CEO Marc Morial  

(left) during the morning of National Day of Service  

 in touch with your office 
when you need help with 
something sooner rather than 
later, so it get taken care of 
before it gets worse.  
 
The issue can be anything 
from a pothole that isn’t safe 
in your neighborhood to a 
health related questions.  

 
In November 2009, Pressley 
was elected to the Boston 
City Council. She became the 
first woman of color to serve 
in the 100-year history of the 
Boston City Council after 
sworn in on January 2010.  
 
Henriquez was elected State 
Representative for Massa-
chusetts' Fifth Suffolk District 
in November 2010. He is also 
the president of the Board of 
Dudley Street Neighborhood 
Initiative (DSNI). 

The Road to Elected Office 

Known for responding to 
community needs, YPN-
ULEM has made it its mis-
sion to serve since its in-
ception 11 years ago. 
Such dedication was rec-
ognized by the National 
Urban League Young Pro-
fessionals (NULYP) 
Awards Committee during 
the National Urban League 
Conference. Our chapter 
was selected among 53 
other chapters in the coun-
try as the winner for the 
2011 National Day of Ser-
vice Award for our living 
S.M.A.R.T. health fair. 
 

Each chapter was judged 

on program execution; 

initiative & creativity; public 

relations & marketing and 

YP Chapter participation.  

We were also judged on 

how well participants were 

successfully reached and 

engaged.  

City Councilor Pressley State Representative Henriquez 
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 Young Professionals Network is an auxiliary of the Urban League of Eastern Massachusetts 
and a chapter of the National Urban League Young Professionals. Our Chapter is one of over 
50 throughout the nation. Celebrating 11 years of service, YPN-ULEM supports the Urban 
League Movement through volunteerism, philanthropy, and membership development. 

If you’re not already yet a member,  you are “out of your League!” Email us at 
ypn@ulem.org. 

SAVE the DATE 

“ Setting the Pace for Tomorrow’s Professionals” 

Join us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter and Link us on Linkedin! 

Professional Development Tips 

Initiative - do you have it?  

“Initiative is the motivation to direct effort toward achieving 

challenging goals and remaining determined even when 

things get difficult.” (Larson, 2000) 

Taking the initiative is not easy. It involves: guts, courage, and 
a focus on the improvement of personal abilities rather than 
comparing yourself to others. Ask yourself, do you assess and 
initiate things independently? Do you take the opportunity to 
act or take charge before others do? If so, then you are clear-
ly on the right track to success. But if not, know that initiative 
is an indicator of future achievement.  
Take a moment and think of some examples of leaders who 
‘took the initiative’ and as a result changed our world. I believe 
we stand on the shoulders of those who came before us, so 
don’t you feel some duty to set the trail for those after us?  
☼ Tips to taking the Initiative: 

 Follow your instinct! If it makes you angry to talk about it, then do something.  

 Stop complaining. Consider new approaches to problems you are facing and act. 
Be proactive. Anticipate problems and solve them before they get to management. 

 Be your own advocate. Present a case for what you want, such as a raise, more respon-
sibility or a new title. Just remember to support your case with evidence.  

 Brainstorm with someone you trust. You need a cheerleader that will remind you that you 
can do this.  

 Lastly, after you take the initiative tell yourself, ‘You did good’!  
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 YPN-ULEM General Body Meetings 
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 HIKE4LIFE & YPN-ULEM – Saturday, 
October 22, 2011 
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Leadership Development Conference 
– Saturday, November 12, 2011 
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