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 Message from YPN-ULEM President 
Greeting YPNer’s & Friends,  

 
YPN-ULEM has had an exciting 3 months! We have been busy empowering 

the community & changing lives through our service work, civic engagement 

and professional development opportunities. In this issue, Networking & 

Leadership,  you will have a glimpse of  the work our chapter continues to 

do to engage our members and the community. I am particularly proud of 

the  work the leadership team did around the 2nd Annual Leadership Develop-

ment Conference: Building Upon Your Foundation! This years conference, 

which served as a major fundraiser for our chapter, recognized the im-

portance of young professionals having sustainability in leadership and was 

designed for participants to enhance and build upon skills & tools as they continue their educational, 

personal & professional development.  YPN-ULEM had the pleasure of hosting for the first time, Nation-

al Urban League Young Professionals President, Brandi Richard. President Richard expressed her grati-

tude to the chapter for a great experience, and looks forward to returning to Boston! We delivered a 

successful conference with over 100 participants!  Members left inspired, empowered, and ready to 

engage! We thank all of our sponsors, partners, volunteers and supporters! We look forward to your 

attendance at the 2013 Leadership Development Conference! 

 
YPN-ULEM continues to look forward to your participation and engagement as we welcome the 2013 

new year! In the next year expect volunteer opportunities, the reintroduction of our Living S.M.A.R.T 

campaign, an active Youth Development & Education committee, membership benefits,  social events, 

Annual Jazz event, & much more! Please stay connected through Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter, and our 

website www.ypnulem.org.  To be added to our weekly update please contact secretary@ypnulem.org.  

 

Yours In the Movement, 

 

 

 

Charlene Luma, LICSW 

President 

YPN-ULEM 



Robert Lewis Jr. Opens with a BANG! 

The evening prior to Building Up-

on YOUR Foundation Leadership 

conference speakers were wel-

comed to a meet and greet mixer 

with a live Jazz band sponsored by 

Darryl’s Corner Bar & Kitchen.  

 

Speakers got an opportunity to put 

faces to the emails and handles that 

they were speaking with for weeks. 

With so many well versed minds in 

the room there was no room for 

boredom. Everyone had the good 

fortune to bounce ideas and opinions off of 

each other; ranging from politics to using 

social media and even how to a good wing-

man in any situation.   

Welcome Conference Speakers! 
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Leadership is 

HARD!!  

There will be 

people who envy 

you and people 

who want to break 

you down 

  

~Robert Lewis Jr.  

Vice President for Program at the Boston Foun-

dation, Mr. Robert Lewis, Jr.,  opened  the sec-

ond Annual Leadership Development Confer-

ence, Building Upon Your Foundation. The 

session was  an eye opening, soul opening, mind 

opening riveting speech that woke us all up and 

made us sit at the edge of our seats simply by 

stating that he “didn’t come here to speak or 

present,  I came to be inspired!”  That line alone 

officially set the tone for the rest of the day. 

Mr. Lewis  educated the room on the difficulties 

of  being a not only a leader but a GREAT leader. 

He challenged the room to take a look at what 

they have accomplished thus far and what their 

R.O.C. (return on community) would be. “If 

the community managed the resource would 

they hire you?” he asked the room, encourag-

ing attendees to think about what we bring 

back to our own communities on a daily 

basis. 

“Your title is what you do, not who you 

are “ Lewis proclaimed, hammering in that 

a title should not dictate the type of per-

son you are and that a real leader knows 

that. A real leader has thick skin and can 

take not only complements but criticism 

as well.  Informing us that we all have the 

capability to be leaders and stand for 

something. “I asked my daughter & my son 

to join YPN-ULEM because I want them to 

be active & stand for something” Lewis 

told the audience; following up with “I 

AM EMPOWERED! It is scary and it is 

hard, but we have an obligation to our 

young folks!”   
Robert Lewis Jr., Nancy Rachel Rousseau, Charlene Luma, Darnell Williams 



An Interview with Mr. MusicIsMyBusiness….Aaron Arnold  
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I use to walk Diddy's dog FOR FREE...you are never too good or too big for anything... 

~ Aaron Arnold  

Aaron Arnold, CEO of the music company, MusicIsMy-

Business, is recognized as one of the most successful en-

trepreneurs of his generation. Mr. Arnold graduated from 

Florida A&M University where he earned a degree in 

Journalism. He then went on to work in corporate Amer-

ica in the public relations and marketing industry. After 

doing that for several years, Mr. Arnold took an unpaid 

internship at Bad Boy Records, where he worked as an 

assistant for Sean “Diddy” Combs. This opportunity 

opened the door for him to then open his own music 

company. With all Mr. Arnold’s success, he still remains 

passionate about his community and travels all over the 

United States to help engage, empower and inspire high 

school and college students. 

 
As the featured luncheon speaker at YPN-ULEM’s second 

annual leadership development conference, Building Upon 

Your Foundation, Mr. Arnold not only spoke about en-

trepreneurship and developing a generation of leaders, but he 

was candid about his journey to success, and the challenges he 

faced to achieve his goals. After his presentation, this writer 

got the opportunity to sit down with Mr. MusicIsMyBusiness 

himself for a candid one on one interview. 

 

YPNULEM: Thank you for taking the time to speak with us. 

 

AA: No problem. Thank you. 

 

YPNULEM: What inspires you? 

 
AA: The need to achieve something great; the need to inspire 

people and the need to be happy. 

 

YPNULEM: What is leadership to you? 

 
AA: I don’t believe that you have to be in a leadership position 

to be a leader. Leadership to me is the ability to inspire the 

people around you. A leader motivates people to support a 

platform that is positive and that they believe in. Also, I think 

leadership equals innovation. 

 

YPNULEM: What is your biggest fear? 

 
AA: Failure. Not accomplishing my goals. I want to make sure 

that I do things that transcends what was done before. 

 

YPNULEM: What is your legacy? 

 

AA: I want people to say that I inspired a generation of 

thought leaders of all ages. People who want to change the 

world. I also want to show people that you can be happy. 

Article by Martsyl Joseph 

Brandi Richard, Aaron Arnold, Charlene Luma James McGruder, Aaron Arnold Aaron Arnold 



And in the end there was: The Writer...The Activist...The Man...Kevin Powell! 
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If you are going to change the world as a young professional you have to have 

an undying love for the people 

~Kevin Powell 

 
Kevin Powell, renowned speaker, writer, community activist, 

and entrepreneur, provided the closing remarks at the Lead-

ership Development Conference. He has written for numer-

ous publications such as Essence, Newsweek, Esquire, The 

Washington Post, and more. He is well known for speaking 

and writing on the subjects of politics, civic engagement, 

Black American history, and multiculturalism. Mr. Powell 

particularly resonates with the youth and the generation X 

crowd by speaking about pop culture, and educating them 

about how pop culture relates to other issues. 
This year, YPN-ULEM was fortunate to have the renowned 

Kevin Powell bring the second annual conference to a close by 

speaking about Changing the World as a Young Professionals. 

He highlighted the qualities of a leader and the importance of 

community building. He challenged the audience to embrace 

leadership, and to work together to make a difference not only 

to the people in their lives but to those they encounter every 

day and to the people in their communities informing us that 

“leaders have to change the direction of the conversation” in 

order to begin the process of change. 
Sitting in the audience with a variety of young, old, students and 

professionals, Powell’s words resonated with us all as he in-

formed us of the 3 C's as leader: Context, Compassion, Chal-

lenge. Powell's remarks left participants inspired, uplifted, and 

encouraged. 

Following this discussion, Mr. Powell took time to speak with 

guests and sign copies of his latest book, Barack Obama, Ronald 

Reagan, and The Ghost of Dr. King: Blogs and Essays. Mr. Pow-

ell truly helped make the conference a success. 

Article by Martsyl Joseph 

Kevin Powell Conference Attendees Charlene Luma, Kevin Powell, Brandi Richard 



On October 22, 2012, the 

Civic Engagement Committee 

of YPN-ULEM held a debate 

watch party at Fisher College 

with special guest host Bos-

ton City Councilor for dis-

trict 7, Tito Jackson. Students, 

guests, and YPN-ULEM mem-

bers gathered to watch Presi-

dent Barack Obama and for-

mer Massachusetts Governor 

Mitt Romney discuss the 

economy. YPN-ULEM also 

had the honor and privilege 

to be joined by international 

guests that evening. Twenty-

five members of the Dutch 

Embassy came and shared 

with the audience the global 

impact of this year’s election 

not just for the United States 

but overseas as well. 

Councilor Jackson addressed 

the audience in a moving mat-

ter in ways we have never 

seen from him before. He 

expressed to the audience 

about the importance for us 

all to “Occupy the Vote”  by 

getting our families, friends 

and neighbors to their polling 

stations on November 6th and 

the kind of impact this elec-

tion would have on the Bos-

ton Community on the local 

level and America on a na-

tional level. If there was any-

thing to walk away with that 

evening it was the importance 

of each voter exercising their 

rights, casting a vote and get-

ting their voices heard! 

Article by Martsyl Joseph 

Debate Watch Party 

In accordance with the YPN-ULEM mission to build community, build personal development, and 

provide a welcoming environment, on October 21, 2012, approximately twenty-five members 

and guests of YPN-ULEM came together for the bi-monthly Soul Food Cinema screening. This 

October’s feature film was The Book of Eli, starring Denzel Washington.  The film is set thirty 

years in the future after a war that nearly wiped out all of civilization. Denzel Washington plays a 

survivor of this war who encounters major obstacles as he embarks on a journey to find peace 

and hope for the future. This was a night of food, fun, and lively discussion. Following the screen-

ing, members discussed a wide range of themes that were present in the film such as religion, 

community, and cultural identity.  These topics were discussed not only in relation to the film, 

but also in relation to our experiences today and our community as a whole. This event was 

hosted and moderated by the Professional and Social Development committee. YPN-ULEM 

thanks those who were in attendance and looks forward to seeing new faces at the next Soul 

Food Cinema Sunday! 

Article by Martsyl Joseph 

Soul Food Cinema Sunday 

From October 23rd through the 25th YPN-ULEM and the Urban League 

Guild took over the Urban League offices for their first ever voter out-

reach phone bank. The goal of this effort was to reach out to infrequent 

voters in the Boston community. YPN-ULEM and the Guild especially fo-

cused on the elderly and new voters to ensure that they knew where and 

when to vote, as well as what to do and who to contact should they need 

assistance on Election Day. Due to redistricting, many of elderly contacted 

were not aware of their poll change and would not have been aware had it 

not been for the phone call. YPN-ULEM  & the Guild were able to contact 

over 100 registered voters and encourage them to Occupy the Vote! 

Article by Nehemie Cange 

Voter Education Phone Bank 
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Well ma’am if the good 

Lord allows you to 

make it to November 

6th can we count on 

you to go out and vote? 

 

~Isaque Rezende 

Jacie Wallace, ULEMGuild President 

Tito Jackson, W.E. David Halbert 



Never Would Have Made it is what I was singing 
on the road back from attending the The 

King’s Men concert.  It’s not only my most 
favorite song by Marvin Sapp, it’s also the best 

way to describe my appreciation to my chapter 
for extending me tickets.  I Never Would Have 

Made It otherwise! 
 
What an evening of praise, glory, and testimo-

ny!  I drove out to Connecticut with my mom 
in tow to see three of my favorite gospel art-

ists.  We arrived just in time to see the main 
acts!  Marvin Sapp, Kirk Franklin, Donnie 

McClurkin, and Israel Houghton put on stellar 
performances.  Each sang some of their popular 

hits as well as traditional ones.  The highlights: 
Donnie sang my all-time favorite, Stand – a song 

that truly speaks to my heart.  For those of you 
who don’t know it, it’s a message about know-

ing when to be still and letting God take over 
the situation.  Everyone in the civic center was 

standing and singing along.  Imagine thousands 
of people singing in unison!  Powerful! 

 
Kirk performed in his usual energetic way.  He 
gave us a little comedy and was very interactive 

with the audience.  At one point, his security 
was literally running behind him as he ran up 

and down the aisle.  Kirk performed his classics.  
On the list were Stomp and Something About the 

Name Jesus.  It was the first time I have seen 
him perform those songs live and I had goose 

pimples. 
 

Marvin, who was dapperly and casually dressed, 
performed all of the songs I sat patiently to 

The King’s Men Tour 
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hear.  Of my favorites, he sang The Best in Me and Praise 

Him In Advance.  Further, though Kirk was the headliner, 
the show ended (for me) with Marvin singing Never Would 

Have Made It.  The audience waved their hands as witness-
es to testimony!  Certainly, everyone was uplifted and 

thankful to have praised the Lord at such a show. 
 

My mom and I sat in Section 118, seats T and U.  And 
wouldn’t you know I ended up sitting right next to anoth-
er friend from the Boston area!   When the artists did call

-and-response on where people traveled from, Boston 
was loud!!!!  Other people traveled from Cambridge, MA; 

RI; New York; New Jersey; and, of course, within Con-
necticut. I truly had a great time and driving to Hartford 

was very well worth it. Thank you to About Black Boston 
& YPN-ULEM for the opportunity for a great experience! 

 

 
Article by Nancy Rachel Rousseau 
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Join YPN-ULEM along with the NAACP and State 

Street Corporation as we host the 3rd Annual Holiday 

Toy Drive for the Children's Services of Roxbury. 

There will be discounted parking, cash bar, hors d'oeu-

vres and desserts. Music by DJ Mystic. FREE ADMIS-

SION with gift valued at $20 or more. Some items on 

the children's wish list include: ipods, cd's, boom-

box, DVD player, microscopes, legos, ethnic toy dolls, 

movie tickets, coloring books, and puzzles to name a 

few. 

 

 

 

 

Blu Restaurant 

4 Avery St.  

Boston, MA 02111 
Tuesday, December 18, 2012 

Time: 5:30pm-9:00pm 

 

RSVP by Monday December 17, 2012   

 csrtoydrive2012.eventbrite.com  

Join State Representative Gloria Fox/MA Black & 

Latino Caucus, YPN-ULEM & The Community 

Kwanzaa Committee as we celebrate Kwanzaa! 

 

Come fellowship with members of our community 

as we learn about the Nguzo Saba (Seven Princi-

ples) of Kwanzaa & as we explore the roots behind 

the Principle of the Day - Kujichagulia (Self-

Determination).  

 

Food, Live Entertainment and Dynamic Presenta-

tions will make this event one NOT to be missed!  

 

St. Katherine/Drexel Church 

517 Blue Hill Ave. 

Dorchester, MA 

Thursday, December 27, 2012 

Time: 7:00pm - 9:00pm 
 

mailto:csrtoydrive2012.eventbrite.com?subject=RSVP%20for%20Holiday%20Toy%20Drive
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The Young Professionals Network of the Urban League of Eastern Massachusetts is delighted to thank 

the following sponsors & donors who supported YPN-ULEM’s Building Upon Your Foundation 2012 

Leadership Development Conference.  



 
 

 
 

Ask the Career Coach..... 

Subscribe to us on YouTube and Facebook. Follow us on Twitter and Instagram. Link us on Linkedin! 

YPN-ULEM is a  
Proud Affiliate of the 

YPN-ULEM  
Leadership Team 

 
Charlene Luma, LICSW               

President 

 

Rachelle Villarson                                             
Vice President 

 

Monica Hall-Porter, PhD                                              
Parliamentarian 

 

Natasha White                                              
Parliamentarian 

 

   Coreen Edward                     
Secretary 

 

W.E. David Halbert 
Civic Engagement Chair 

 
Shamekia Franklin  

Community Service Chair 
      

Christina Henry                            
Professional & Social Develop-

ment  

Chair 

 

Jenese Brownhill                  
Membership Services Chair 

 

Katia Powell                             
Public Health Chair 

 

Nehemie Cange                                
PR & Marketing Chair 

 

Kenneth Hite Jr.                        
Youth Development & Educa-

tion  sub-committee  lead 

 
 

Contact: 88 Warren Street, Roxbury MA 02119 Phone: 617.442.4519 x270 
Email: ypnulem@ypnulem.org 
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